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underweight in 2011, compared to sub-Saharan Africa at 21 percent and 
Southeast Asia at 17 percent. Some progress has been made in this area, as the 
percentage of underweight children under the age of five overall declined by 
36 percent from 159 million in 1990 to 101 million in 2011. This improvement 
is insufficient, however, to meet the MDG targets of cutting in half the pro-
portion of people who suffer from hunger by 2015.14 (See Figure 11.4.)

There also has been slow growth in the percentage of children from the develop-
ing world who are enrolled in primary education. Sub-Saharan Africa has had the 
greatest improvement overall, from 53 percent in 1990 to 77 percent in 2011.15 The 
advantages are not shared equally, however, and are determined by wealth, resi-
dence location, and gender. Looking at data from sixty-three countries, the UN 
found that those who are poorer are three times less likely to be in school, while 
those from rural areas are twice as likely not to attend. Girls are less likely to attend 
school than boys, and this gap grows wider in lower secondary education even for 
girls who come from households with greater incomes.16 (See Figure 11.5.)

Given these inequities, how are the world’s most powerful political and eco-
nomic entities responding to meet the challenges of global poverty? What are 
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